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Snch was the scene which met the eyes of Bennigsen's
troops as they wearily left the forest, after their 9 miles
night march from Landsberg, on the forenoon of 7th February.

Passing across the western plain and the valley, Bennig-
sen carried the main body of his army to the eastern slope,
and there ranged it, ready for the great battle which he
had determined to fight. To cover his operations,* he left
a strong rear-guard on the Ziegelhof plateau, as that to the
west was styled. This force was commanded by Bagration,
who posted it thus.f

On the rising ground crossing the road, a short way after
it passes the hamlet of Griinhofchen, was the horse artillery,
commanding the mouth of the defile between the woods.
Immediately behind the guns were, on the right, standing
on the frozen surface of the Tenknitten lake, one grenadier
regiment; in the centre, and on the left, two musketeer
regiments. In second line was another grenadier regiment.
In front of the guns, covering the whole of this line, and
passing back, leftwards, to and along the north-western shore
of the Waschkeiten lake, a jager regiment was extended in
line of skirmishers. Behind the Tenknitten lake, north of
the road, was another musketeer regiment, with some artillery
in front of it, on the slope down to the lake. Behind this
advanced force, not far from where the descent to the Eylau
valley commences, were ranged the troops of the 8th division,
their left resting on the Heilsberg road, their right on that
of Landsberg. In front of the left were 14 guns, on the
edge of the Waschkeiten lake. In the space between that
lake and the long lake at the foot of the slope, 25 squadrons

* This was one motive assuredly. Bennigsen, also assigns, correctly no
doubt, as his motive the protection of the line of march of his heavy artillery.
Owing to his having to march from Landsberg on a single road, he was forced,
in order to avoid blocking his column, to send his heavy guns by a more
circuitous route to the north. (See Russian official account, printed by
WtUon, p. 238.}

t Bennigsen began his retreat from Landsberg at dusk on the 6th, and was
in position at Eylau by noon on the 7th ( Wilson, p, 96).
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